more socially isolated and materially impoverished than other groups. For this reason, both hospital and community health facilities and health and social services must work together in order to provide an adequate geriatric service. This is the theme of the book under review which begins with Professor Hall's masterly chapter on assessing the geriatric needs of an area. This provides a blueprint or skeleton which is fleshed out in the succeeding contributions which deal with the operating policies of departments of geriatric medicine, the day hospital and many aspects of the design of hospital units. Additional chapters are devoted to psychogeriatric services and the geriatric orthopaedic unit. A successful geriatric unit will depend upon the coordinated activities of many different professionals and Leeming's perceptive chapter on teamwork afforded this reviewer an uncomfortable but probably salutory half-hour of introspection.
Although anyone planning to establish a new geriatric service would do well to consult this book, it does not merely provide a recipe for replicating services as they exist at present. Some of the chapters are critical and one is devoted to assessing the efficiency and quality of geriatric services. It is interesting to see the pre-admission domiciliary assessment visit by the geriatrician under scrutiny.
R C TALLIS

Senior Lecturer in Geriatric Medicine
University of Liverpool This is a small volume prepared by nine well known American physicians and scientists summarizing the many factors which influence the choice of the proper radiopharmaceutical drug products for the diagnosis or treatment of a specific disease or condition in a human subject. The report examines the factors that influence localization, choice' of instrument, and gives an evaluation of the nuclear medicine procedures especially in relation to their clinical usefulness. Also included arc sections on radiation effects, guidelines for nuclear medicine procedures and recommendations for the protection of patients. . There is a very useful appendix listing absorbed dose estimates for the most frequently used radionuclides in various radiopharmaeeutical preparations. This is really a reference book for the specialist in nuclear medicine. It contains most of the information required to provide answers to the more usual questions posed on subjects such as radiation hazards, effectiveness and value of radioisotope procedures. Although a great deal of time and effort has gone into its preparation, I doubt if it will make much impact on the choice of procedure within the specialty or between nuclear medicine and other non invasive techniques in this country where a National Health Service is freely available. However it is always a worth while task to examine critically diagnostic and therapeutic procedures in medicine, and this the book does very effectively.
v This book is primarily designed for a readership of pathologists, especially those working in general hospitals. Outside this body of people it is not generally realized that one-third of all histopathology in a general hospital is concerned with gynaecology and obstetrics. The book consists of 34 chapters each of which starts with a text describing the gross pathology and then the changes that are found both macroscopically and microscopically. The rest of the chapter in each case consists of 12 colour microphotographs. The purpose of these is to show practising histopathologists the appearances as seen in the laboratory of the department of pathology of the University of Manchester where the authors work. They have also drawn on a large number of microphotographs from other sources. In some instances they have described the normal changes (e.g. in the tube during the menstrual cycle).
Although this book is designed to be read by pathologists its readership should really be much wider because every gynaecologist should have some sort of working knowledge of the pathological conditions of his subject, not only as seen in the patient but as seen in the operation specimen and under the microscope. In fact every candidate for the M RCOG examination is liable to be asked questions on these appearances. This 'book can be highly recommended to all who work in histopathology but also to all who aspire to be recognized as true gynaecologists. It is beautifully produced and full of information succinctly presented and illustrated.
ELLIOT E PHILIPP
Honorary Consultant Gynaecologist
Royal Northern Hospital. London
